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and cunning, endeavour to cheat men into the hope 
of attaining or securing these first objects of their 
desire by measures calculated, as they themselves 
well know, to extend the ravages of disease, and to 
perpetuate the reign of ignorance and vice. The 
interested opponents of improvement have long 
since discovered that a strong prejudice may be 
readily excited, in the minds of the multitude, 
against any new opinion, in reference more especi- 
ally to morals and religion, by representing the 
authors and maintainers of it as immoral charac- 
ters, whose object it is to deceive or corrupt those 
who listen to them. This idea accordingly they 
hesitate not to infuse, whenever they have an oppor- 
tunity of doing so. They assail by calumny those 
whom they dare not meet in the fair and equal 
combat of argument. To malign the teacher is less 
difficult than to disprove his doctrine, and there is 
this additional advantage, that multitudes will un- 
derstand and credit a calumny, by whom an argu- 
ment would not have been listened to, or could not 
have been comprehended. " He is a bad man, he 
wishes to corrupt you ; shut your ears and hearts 
against every thing he has to say ;" this is indeed a 
short and easy method with heretics and unbelievers, 
which the enemies of truth and virtue often employ 
to prevent the progress of opinions that they dislike 
or dread, and by which the well-meaning, but timid 
and ignorant, are too often persuaded to rest in 
their ignorance, unenlightened and unimproved. 
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Nor is this device of frightening fearful virtue 
into a voluntary deafness to the voice of Truth, of 
recent discovery ; it has been practised with success 
in every age, and in some cases in whidi it required 
a degree of effrontery almost inconceivable to resort 
to it. Think of Socrates, my friends, that true phi- 
losopher and brightest luminary of the heathen 
world, condemned to death as a corrupter of the 
young : think of the first followers of Jesus, models 
of virtue in a vicious age, every where spoken 
against, not as evil thinkers merely, but as evil doers 
also ; most wonderful of all, think of Jesus himself, 
of him who was " holy, harmless, and undefiled, in 
whom there was no sin, neither was guile found in 
his lips,^^ stigmatized, while living, as a ^^ glutton 
imd a wine-bibber, a friend of publicans and sinners,^^ 
and finally consigned to the torments of the cross, 
as a blasphemer of his God. Which of us, indeed, 
in our own day, has not had frequent occasion to 
wonder at the effect produced by giving evil names 
to good men and things ?--^by stigmatizing eman- 
cipators, for instance, as anarchists, friends of the 
poor as foes of the rich, advocates of religious 
liberty as patrons of infidelity and indifference, dis^ 
seminators of the gospel as enemies of social order 
and disturbers of the peace. Without question, it 
is a grievous thing that so many should thus sufier 
themselves to be deceived by mere words, by empty 
sounds, to their own hurt : there is something, how- 
ever, to console, and even to cheer us with hope. 
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in the refieetion, Ihat the very success of the deceiver 
in every such instance is a testimony to the esteem 
in which virtue is generally held ; since it would 
appear, that to misrepresent truth as the promoter 
of vice, is found, by the artful and designing, one of 
the surest methods of preventing its reception and 
impeding its progress in the world. 

It is not, howev^, I regret to say^ by the unprin- 
cipled alone that the moral characters of men are 
stigmatized, on the sole ground of opinions deemed 
obnoxious, though seriously and conscientiously 
held, irreproachably acted upon, and charitably 
professed. Amongst the truly good there are not 
a few who regard and represent agreement with 
themselves, on certain topics of doubtful specula- 
tion, as essential both to good fame in this world, 
and salvation in the next,-*-with whom to dissent 
from their peculiar creed is to be a person of irre- 
ligious and inunoral character, an enemy of God, 
and if eiiiitled to the love of man at all, entitled to 
it only in the no very enviable form of pity. " He 
thinks not as I do^ therefore he is a bad man,^^ is an 
argument which even Christians, and Christians, 
too, in many respects not unworthy of the name^ 
have not been ashamed to use : nor let them object 
to this representation, on the ground that it is not 
dissent from their private opinion, but from the re- 
veled will of God, that they regard as the test of 
criminality^ since by the "revealed will of God^* 
tiiey must obviously mean that will as interpreted 
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by themselves. "He does not agree with me in 
my view of the truths of revelation, — therefore he is 
a bad man/^ may be a somewhat fuller, but does 
not appear to me to be a much more favourable, 
statement of their argument. 

Were I to attempt to account for the disposition 
which even the truly pious and virtuous have so 
frequently manifested to exclude from their good 
opinion here, and from the hope of happiness here- 
after, those whose form of religious faith differs 
from their own, I might perhaps conjecture, that 
having attributed, and justly so, all the solid excel- 
lence of their own characters, all that within them 
on which they build their everlasting hopes, to the 
religious creed that they profess, a creed inclusive 
of many articles, variously true and variously influ- 
ential, but inseparably combined in their view by 
association, they have never ventured to conceive 
that any portion of a faith held so sacred, and found 
so beneficial, could safely be dispensed with, or re- 
garded as of less intrinsic value or practical impor- 
tance than the rest They feel like the individual 
who, having derived essential benefit from a medi- 
cine, compounded of many different ingredients, 
the separate value and operation of which he has 
never learned to estimate, naturally dreads the 
thought of any one of them being omitted, and 
alarms himself with the idea that, if it were, the sa- 
native influence of the compound would altogether 
cease. " This medicine has saved my life— this feith 
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has purified my heart, sanctified my conduct, and 
saved my soul.^^ No other medicine, no other faith, 
it is rashly and ignorantly concluded, could have 
produced the same efTect. 

The beneficial influence of their own creed, 
taken as a whole, upon their minds, has appeared, 
I doubt not, to many good men an experimental 
and conclusive evidence of its perfect accordance 
with that revealed will of God, from which they 
believe every part of it to have been derived. 
They forget that the really influential articles may, 
after all, be those which it has in common with 
other creeds, by which, therefore, the same happy 
effects may be produced. In estimating the prac- 
tical influence of their creed upon themselves, they 
necessarily regard it as a whole ; but in examining 
the creeds of other men, they naturally consider 
apart the articles of which they consist, and from 
these, separately taken, infer practical consequences 
which those who have always been accustomed to 
view them in combination, and to attend only to 
their united influence, cannot perceive and will not 
allow to exist. " The ingredients of this medicine 
must be excellent,^^ is the natural, though rash, con- 
clusion of one who has materially profited by the 
mixture : " This compound must be dangerous, if 
not destructive, since some of the component parts 
of it are to my certain knowledge poisonous or 
unwholesome,^^ is the no less hasty decision of one 
who has had no experience of it as a compound. 
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'^ This creed is sound and orthodox throu^ou V^ ss^ys 
the dc^matical good man who h^ lived a ho}y wd 
happy life under its influence : ^^ It is damnably erro<- 
neous/^ says another, as good, possibly, apd as dog*- 
matical, who has confined his view to certain de- 
tached articles of it, which he has examined sepa- 
rately, and concluded, perhaps juatly» to be of ^vi\ 
tendency, but which, if he had carried his exami- 
nation farther^ he might have found to be neutralised 
by other articles connected with it. 

Happily, there is no Chriatiaii cre^d in which 
the wellwsonstituted mind will not find the n^^ 
ful food of piety and virtue ; and these, onc^ estft^ 
blished in the heart, will render all the minor errors 
and extravagancies of theory comparatively harm-* 
less. The goodness of th^ man, like the tree 
which Moses cast into the bitter waters of Marab, 
or the meal which Elisha mingled with the popson- 
ous pottage, will often sweeten the bitterness and 
neutralize the venom of the creed, and that, too, 
with so insensible w well as efficient an operation, 
as to leave the worthy professor altogether unsusr 
picious of its containing any thing disagreeable or 
noxious. As the good man frequently imagines 
that goodness in othem which he feels wpthin himi- 
self, so would he appear sometimes to invest his 
creed, by his mode of viewing it, with unreal excelr 
lence, his own virtue, like certain optipal glasses, 
supplying the illusive medium through which what 
to the naked eye of the impartial spectator appears 
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hideous and deformed, is seen in appamnt symmetry 
and beauty. 

The feet, however, is certain^-^ascribe it to what 
cause we may, wheth^ to the misinterpretation of 
particular |)a8sages of scripture, a superstitious view 
of the importance of sectarian peculiarities^ or a base 
and unprincipled policy— *>that it has been much too 
common a practice among the followers of Christ, 
for the profeissors ofdifferent opinions, in their treat* 
ment of each otber, to invade the province of the 
Searcher of hearts, and to set at nought the precept 
of their common Master, ^^ Judge not, tiiat ye be 
not judged.^^ Where, alas ! is the sect whose mem- 
bers have not at one time tn* other degraded their 
own character, l^ vilifying tiie conduct of their 
opponents, a»d grioundlesiriy imputing criminality, 
where the v^ry most tiiat they could att^npt to 
prove was error ? 

I presume not to say, itiy bpednen, that 4iie con«- 
duct of Unitasrians has always been fol&md^ess in this 
lespect, or that we could safely venture to throw 
Ae first sixme against those who 'have tin&s ofiended« 
There may have been occasions aon *wliich members 
of our body, in the warmtii of their of^position to 
sentiments whicJh they deem erroneous, have failed 
to manifest die due degree of candour and charity 
towards the holders of them,-*— when tfeef have un*. 
justfy visited upon the creed the personal condwA 
of its profesisors,. or upon Kbe prafessors the disaisrow^ 
ed practical eonse<|Qeii06S of Ae creed,-**- whai they 
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have invidiously availed themselves of the private 
conduct of particular opponents to excite odium 
against their religious system, or represented that 
system, without proof, as depraving the characters 
of those who maintain it. I pretend not to affirm 
that Unitarians have always been guiltless on this 
head, or that they have never condescended to calum- 
niate those whom it should have been their object to 
confute, and if possible convince. Within, as well 
as without, our little beleaguered fort, the laws of 
Christian warfare have doubtless too often been 
transgressed, and carnal weapons have sometimes, 
I fear, disgraced the hands of our warriors, when 
they have contended for the truth : yet am I willing 
and happy to believe that in this respect we have 
been more sinned against than sinning. 

Whatever may have been occasionally thrown 
out by individuals amongst us, in the heat of contro- 
versy, which those who differ from us might justly 
deem personally hostile, I rejoice to think that we 
have not as yet been chargeable, so far as my know- 
ledge extends, with any elaborate attempts to tra- 
duce the characters of our fellow-christians of other 
denominations. I rejoice that we have not as yet 
instituted a formal comparison between their pri- 
vate conduct and our own, with the view of proving 
that our system must be superior to theirs on the 
ground — which though a Pharisee might choose^ 
a Christian, in my opinion, should fear to occupy — 
that we, in our own estimation, are better and holier 
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than they. I rejoice that we have not yet professed 
to weigh their errors of judgment, in the " balance 
of criminality/^ with those sins which are common 
to us all ; and I rejoice yet more in the certainty 
that, if we had so weighed them, those errors, serious 
and important as we conscientiously deem them, 
would have seemed to us light as vanity in the com- 
parison, and in a single instant would have appear* 
ed to kick the beam. 

But were it otherwise,— could it be proved that 
Unitarians had/ been, and still continued, in the 
constant habit of maligning those who differed 
from them, of representing them as wilful perverters 
of: scripture, despisers of God, and haters of Christ, 
of applying to them, in shorty all the calumnious and 
abusive epithets that the vocabulary of theological 
odium supplies in such disgraceful abundance, I 
hope and trust, my brethren, that I should not have 
been less anxious^— yea rather, that I should have 
felt a still deeper anxiety — ^to hold up before you the 
bright example, and to urge upon you the admirable 
counsel, of the Apostle in our text, who returned 
not railing for railing, and calumny for calumny, 
but, while )ie modestly defended himself, calmly re- 
commended his Corinthian traducers thenceforth to 
suspend their harsh and hasty decisions upon his 
character and conduct, and those of other men, and 
"to judge nothing before the time/V Should we 
now or hereafter be justly chargeable w^ith this, or 
with any other sin, may some faithful and beloved 
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brother be always at hand,. to witiistafid us, if 
need be, to the face, and to bring home to our con- 
sciences those errors and transgressions of which 
he can produce evidence that we have been actually 
guilty ; but let us not, in the mean time, be regarded 
as devoid of gratitude, becaftise we venture to doubt 
the " sweetness'^ of that charity which does not 
scrapie to calumniate, while it professes itself ansi- 
ous to convert us, — or deficient in humility, because 
we condemn the cosiduct of those who brii^ for- 
ward accusations again^ us, of which tfaey not 
merely do :nai, but carm&t^ produce pi«oo£B. 

it is notorious, and cannot, I think, be defied by 
any impartial observer, tiiat, in their cantioversies 
with us, our opponents hav^e repeatedly invaded tbe 
peculiar province and p(per(^tive of the Searcher t)f 
hearts, and, ndt conteniBd wiih chasging us yMa 
aberrations drom thfe trutii, ifaave been m the habttof 
asserting that oar tiberratkms are wi^vdj thttt we in* 
tentionally nuatilate, •oo(prupt, and perc^ent, what w« 
know to be ^Ikerevealed will of God ; daat we i)ai^ 
neith^ the fear tgsr the iotfe of ooar Hssavenly FaAfaer 
ruling in oiur heartsi; a'nd that, ^though «reu0sumetiae 
name of Christ, .and call Um LiBvd, and oul^wardly 
profess submissi0B to his authority, we mrnly do so 
to veil our iftwasd and irodted hostility hfOth do bun 
and to his GospeL 

^'it is not the simple neglect of dbe Saviour,'* 
says a popular writer, in a little work lalsely >g?V(en 
to the world, mtended, as he would .represent, to 
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communicate to young minds just ideas of the 
nature, tendency, and practical influence of our sen- 
timents, but which in fact contains a series of the 
grossest misrepresentations, — wilful I call them not, 
for I hope better things of the author, and even if I 
had no positive ground of hope, I should not dare to 
speak, without proof, of him as he has spoken of 
thousands of whom he could have no personal 
knowledge — " It is not,^^ says he, " simple neglect 
of the Saviour we now perceive, but direct hostility. 
The mere worldling neglects the Redeemer com- 
pletely, yet he talks, if put to it, respectfully of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. The Unitarian can 
scarcely stoop even to such customary politeness 
4;owards a personage whom in his heart he hates, 
whose claims he resists, whose honours he prides 
himself in denying. His aim now. is to dethrone; the 
Carpenter's son ; by sly insinuation to lower his 
influence, or by open opposition to disgrace his de- 
termined followers. As to disgracing the Saviour 
himself, it is happily out of their power, for *He that 
si tteth in the heaven shall laugh at them, Jehovah 
shall have them in derision/ Is it possible,^\ he 
continues, " to suppose tha:t a mind thus acting can 
be innocent in its motives, its conclusions, its deter- 
minations ? If bur thoughts are known to God, all 
their operations are known, with every cause of 
effects so perverse. If he searches the heart, there 
will he see not only real opposition, but rancorous 

B 
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ill-wili dgstinst theJLords and against his Anoiiit- 

Doubtless, i/*thfe feelings which he imputes are 
there^ we need not this writer to tell us that the 
Lord wills^arch^ tiaymore, that He ^^ searched 
them out. But who has told him that they ar^ 
there? Who has made him of council with the 
Omniscient ? Who has revealed to him the hatred 
which we bear in our hearts towards one, whom 
every genuiiae Unitarian Christian (I say it with 
full assumnc^ of feith, with a convinced understand- 
ing, and a heart that responds to its convictions) 
believes to hai/fe been utterly incapable of any 
lliought, wofd, or deed, by which hatred could pos- 
sibly have been engendered in a rational and virtu- 
^Dus mind,^^^^wil06e charact)^r and conduct every 
sach Christian r^ards as altogether lavely,-*-in 
^om fae bdkoids, with admiring eyes^ the only i&uit^ 
1^9S model of humanity that it has pleased the Great 
Father of us all t)o exhibit to our mce, from the cre^ 
ation of the world up to the piesent day^-r-in whom 
he recognis0esvwith deep feelings of personal grati- 
tude, the Baviokir that lived, and suffered, and died, 
for him and for ail men -; the good i^pherd that re- 
fvL^&A tiot to lay down bis life for his sheep; the 
friend vrho, by the most mostly sacrifice that Friend- 
dbip has it in her power to offer, proved that his 

* See Note ia the Appendix. 
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was indeed "that love than which no man could 
shew greater/^— in whom, finally, he venerates the 
best-beloved Son of God, the first-born brother from 
the grave, whom, for his perfect obedience unto 
death, the Father hath " highly exalted, and given 
him a name which is above every name, that in the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the 
earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father^' ? Who, I 
repeat the question, has revealed to this writer die 
hatred which Unitarian Christians bear to the Lord 
and Master whom they profess to honour, love, and 
serve ? And if God himself has not revealed it to 
him, upon what inferior authority could he venture 
to impute it ? 

Beloved brethren, let us learn from the full and 
decisive refutation which the he^rt <A every genuine 
member of our body must give to the uncharitable 
judgments of this well-intentioned, perhaps, but ili- 
infoivned and most intempeiate writer, the miserable 
folly of erecting ourselves into searchers of hearts, 
and pretending to judge our boediren as God only-^ 
by wluM&9 ^ ^^ t^ear in mind, we also must be judg- 
ed-— ca» judge them. Whatever olbers do, let us 
resolve tto abide by the advice of the Apostle, ** Judge 
nothing befove the time, until the Lord come, who 
both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, 
and will nciake manifest the counsels of the heart, 
and then shall every man have his praise of God.^^ 

b2 
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I know not that the true Christian, regarded with 
a suspicious eye, or assailed with a calumniating 
tongue, by his fellow-christians, on the ground of 
his conscientious dissent from their sentiments or 
practice, could anywhere find better instructions 
how to feel and act, or a finer model of exculpatory 
argument, than in St. PauPs reply to his Corinthian 
caluminiators, recorded in the passage which I have 
chosien for my text. 

During a residence of a year and a half at Co- 
rinth, the Apostle had preached the gospel . there 
with great success. A flourishing church was es- 
tablished under the happiest auspices. " Paul plant- 
ed, Apollos watered, and : God gave the increase.^' 
For a season we may suppose them to have dwelt 
in peace, enjoying and improving their new privi- 
leges, blessed in their union from above, and mutu- 
ally blessing each other, according to the beautiful 
description of the iniant church at Jerusalem, 
" being of one heart and of one . soul, continuing 
daily with one accord in the exercise of social 
devotion, breaking bread from house to house in 
memory of their Lord, eating their .meat with glad- 
ness and singleness of heart, praising God, and hav- 
ing, favour with all the people, while the Lord added 
daily to their church such as should be saved .^^ 

For a short period this happy state of .things pre- 
vailedj and the members of the Corinthian church, 
enriched with spiritual gifts and graces, and especi- 
ally possessed of that, without which, the Apostle 
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^re and profit nothing, pursued together the ^' more 
Excellent way/^ So long as they enjoyed the per- 
sonal presence and superintendence of their distin- 
guished founder, and of his zealous and eloquent 
successor in the work, they would .appear to have 
dwelt in love. But the members of the Corinthian 
church were men, frail men, and causes, similar 
to those which have since wrought their evil work, 
on so much larger a scale, in the church universal, 
made them too soon acquainted with the mischiefs 
and miseries of discord. 

Soon after the departure of ApoUos, disorders and 
dissensions arose amongst them ; they began to con- 
tend with each other for power and pre-eminence ^ 
and the " more excellent way^^ was forgotten, while 
they vehemently disputed al>out the comparative 
dignity and value of their spiritual gifts. Even 
their revered instructors, engaged, as they knew 
them to be, with one heart and mind in the service 
of one Master, they would fain have rendered access 
sary, if they could, to the growth of that spirit of 
pride and rivalry which had intruded into their 
• church. They were determined to regard them, 
however unwilling to be so regarded, as the heads 
of rival parties, and to derive from their various 
qualifications matter of dispute, rather than means 
of edification. " I am of Paul,^^ said one, and " I 
of Apollos,^^said another, and " I of Cephas,^' said 
a third, while all forgot to be of Christ, and proved, 
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therefore, how falsely they affirmed themselves to 
be of Cephas, or of ApoUos, or of Paul. Amongst 
those by whom this contentious spirit was fostered 
in the church of Corinth, would appear to have been 
a particular individual, not named, but distinctly 
referred to, who had acquired considerable influence, 
which he employed to form a party in opposition to 
Paul, and to alienate, if possible, from their first and 
most distinguished teacher, the confidence and 
affections of his converts. The methods whidi he 
and his party pursued for the attainment of their 
object, were such as have been very frequently em* 
ployed, with the like view, in similar cases. They 
contrasted the character and conduct of the Apostle 
unfavourably with those . of other distinguished in^ 
structors, to whom they evidently wished to reproi- 
sent him as a rival or an enemy ^ and they ventured 
to throw out insinuations against his moral chamc- 
ter, and to question the fidetity with which he had 
<lischarged the duties of his apostolic office. To 
their invidious comparisons of others with himself 
tile Apostle nobly replied, by entirely disclaiming, 
both on his own bdialf and that of his true fellows- 
labourers in the gospel, even the faintest wish or 
remotest thought of rivalry, Paul, ApoUos, Ce- 
phas, were, in his view, all one in Christ,^-«men ku 
bouringwith one heart for the attainffiient of oae 
end, — each bound to discharge his duty, according 
to the ability and grace conferred upon him, sind to 
look for a blessing upon his exertions, with l:rustful 
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piety and unenvyiog love, to Him who giveth the 
jacrease, md from whom eveiy man shall assuredly 
receive his own reward according to his own labour. 
*^ While one saith, I am of Paul, and anoth^, I am 
of ApoUos, are ye not carnal ? Who then is Paul, 
and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye be«- 
Jieved, even as the Lord gave to every man ? I bas^e 
planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the in- 
creasy So then neither is fa§ that plantetii any 
ihing, neither he that watereth, but God that giveth 
the ini^rease. Now he that planteth i^ he that 
watereth are one: and every man shall receive his 
own reward^ aispordtng to his own labour ; for we 
lire feUoWflabourei'S under God.''^ '^ Let a man so 
aecoitnt of us,^^ says the Apostle in my text, ^^ as 
of the servants of Christ, and stewards of the mys- 
jteriea of God c moreover, it is required in stewards, 
that a man be found fe.ithful/^ 

Such, my friends, were the geipierous sentiments 
of Paul, when he saw, wi& scntow, the disposition 
that prevailed amongst his Corinthian converts to 
institute eomparis0ns betiqr^een himself and his fel- 
low^abouners in the gospel, and to repsssent as ri- 
vals those whom his better feelings had taught him 
to regard as brethren and friends. He was not 
without his party in the cfaurcdi cif Cohnttt : on the 
coi^rary, we have every reason to believe that there 
were not a few who advocated his clainos to pre- 
eminence, and whose motto was, ^^ I am of Paui/^ 
Nevertheless, he would not join himsetf to them : 
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he felt no desire to increase their numbers or their 
power : he might, doubtless, if he would, have fan- 
ned their party zeal into a flame ; but, instead of 
doing so, he laboured to extinguish it : he might, 
with apparent, at least, if not real truth, have con- 
tended for his own decided superiority to those with 
whom he was compared ; but he shrunk back, on 
the contrary, with evident disgust from the very 
idea of personal comparison. " Is Christ divided ?'* 
he exclaimed. " Was Paul crucified for you ? Or 
were ye baptized in the name of Paul ?*^ It mat- 
tered not to him whether it was the name of Paul 
or of ApoUos that was chosen to supersede the only 
name by which Christians ought to be called, and 
to serve as the war-cry of separation and hostility 
amongst those who ought to be indissolubly united 
in the bonds of love and allegiance to one common 
Lord. 

Paul does not appear to have been even gratified 
by the partial and exclusive attachment of his con- 
verts. He says nothing in his letter from which 
we can infer that he thought himself in the least de- 
gree honoured by it. He sends no especial greeting 
to those who had chosen to distinguish themselves 
as his party, and to say, " I am of Paul.^^ He vi- 
sits them, on the contrary, with the very same mea- 
sure of condemnation and reproof with which he 
visited all those who were for sowing the spirit of 
contention and rivalry amongst Christ's followers, 
or for calling any man Master except Christ himself. 
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He was evidenUy anxious that his converts should 
profit by the labours of all their instructors. He 
rejoiced with joy unfeigned that there was an Apol- 
los to water the vineyard that Paul had planted. 
Provided the vines sprang up, and the tender grapes 
shewed themselves, he cared not whether it was by 
his own or by another^s instrumentality. It was 
the growth of the vineyard, the success of the cause, 
he had at heart, and where he could not labour per- 
sonally he prayed with a sincere and fervent spirit, 
that the Lord of the harvest would raise up other 
labourers, not less, but, if possible, more efficient 
than himself. " It matters not,^^ thought he in his 
own mind, " whether it were I or they, so that we 
preach and ye believe.^^ " Enviest thou for my 
sake .V^ he would have exclaimed with the great 
lawgiver of Israel. " Would God all the Lord^s peo- 
ple were prophets, and that he would put his spirit 
upon them !^* Nay, more, he could rejoice in the 
furtherance of his Master^s cause, even when pro- 
duced by the agency of those who manifested per- 
sonal hostility to himself, and the purity of whose 
motives he was compelled, by his regard to truth, 
to question. " Some, indeed,^^ says he, in the 1st 
chapter of his Epistle to the Philippians, " preach 
Christ even of envy and strife, and others also of 
good-will. The one preach Christ of contention, 
not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my 
bonds, but the other of love, knowing that I am set 
for the defence of the gospel. What then ? Not- 
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MrithstandiDgv W6ry way, whether in pretence or ia 
truth, Christ ia preached ; and I therein do rejoice^ 
and will rejoice," Noble-minded man ! how fer 
from his mind the narrow spirit that would cry, 
^* Forbid him, for he followeth not us" ! '' He that 
planteth and he that watereth are one,^* was his 
language: " let a man so account of us,^* of all of 
us, " as of the servants of Christ, and stevi^rds of 
the mysteries of God." 

I cannot but think, my brethren, that St. Paul's 
conduct and counsel on this occasion suggest a 
lesson which might serve to regulate most benefi-t^ 
cially the mutual integ-course of those numerous 
bodies of sinoeie but dififering believers into which 
the Christian chmM?h is now divided; I pretend 
not to aay, for I am far from thinking, that in 
tiie present state of live churish of Christ such divi* 
sions are needless and ischismaticaL I believe them, 
on the contrary, in many at least, if not the majority 
of instancea, to be absolutely necessary to excite 
attention to the important subject of religion gene* 
rally j-'-^to supply means and opportunities for the 
honest, clear, and full expression of individual opi* 
nion,«^aAd to provide channels sufficiently iiumer* 
ous and various for the conveyance of the waters of 
life to every district of the world. Many sects there 
mustf and, in my opinion, it is even desimble that 
there shouki, be ; but they need not, and as disci*^ 
pies of Christ they ought not, to manifest a spirit so 
narrow, so exclusive, so uncharitable, in shcMrt, so 
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sectarian, as, for the most part, diey seem inclined 
to cherish towards each other. In their bodily par-^ 
tition, which we allow to be necessary and inevi- 
table, there might still be a union of spirit. For the 
establishment of such a union nothing more would 
be required than that each sect should resolve to be 
guided in the regulation of its conduct, both internal 
and external, in its treatment both of those that 
sincerely adhere to, and those that honestly dissent 
fi'om, its doctrine and discipline, by the pi^oept of 
the Apostle, ^^ Let a man so account of us as of the 
servants of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of 
<Jod.^^ 

In diQ first plaee, let all of us so account of ourr 
aeives^ If, as professing Christians, we constantly 
bove in mind our relation to our great Ma8ter,«-^if 
we ramembered that our sole object, as members of 
diffier^t sects, is to discoirer, by serious and diligent 
examiaation, and to piomulgate, by calm and conr 
elusive argxnnant, that troe religion which our com* 
mon Lord once delivered to the saints,«<-if we never 
lost sight of the important truth, that we are sisew*- 
arck, under Gpd, of all the treasures, intellectual and 
spiritual, phjrsical and temporal, which he has com* 
mitted to our eare, and lliat He will expect all of us 
to render a neason of the hope that is in us, and to 
^kew cause for the opinions that we have professed, 
as w^l as the actions that we have performed, in the 
last day,^-^-9iethi«ks we should enter with a more 
calm and charitable, a more serious and earnest 
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Spirit, into the investigation of hieavehly truths ; we 
should discover that religion is much too important 
a subject to be made the occasion of hasty and angry 
disputes ; we should conduct our owii, and aid each 
other's search, with awakened minds, and hearts 
made one by the love of God and Christ, and of 
that truth which they invite us to search out and 
contemplate for our souls' benefit. 

But while we thus account of ourselves^ as of 
Christ's servants, and stewards of the treasures of 
the gospel, let us be willing likewise so to account 
of oux feUow-christians. Cheerfully let us concede 
to them, as we firmly claim for ourselves, the 
right to think of Christ, to speak of him, and to 
serve him, according to their conscience,— to form 
their owii impartial estimate of those truths which 
his word contains, — to watch over and dispense, 
with what shall seem to them all good fidelity, that 
portion of the gospel treasure which is conimitted to 
their cai-e, and for the use, neglect, or abuse of 
which they only will have to aniswen Never let tis 
doubt their honesty, never let them question ours^ 
without proof; for we have all an equal interest in 
being faithful: deep is that interest : it involves our 
eternal welfare- Why, then, should any of us be 
hastily deemed capable, or lightly accused, of trifling 
with it ? Is not the day coming, and do not we all 
look forward to it, when a strict account shall be 
taken of oiir service and our stewardship by our Sa- 
viour and our God ? In that day we shall every one 
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of us have enough to answer for : let it not be added 
to the catalogue of our offences, for assuredly the 
addition will be a heavy. and a grievous one, that, 
unmindful. of our ignorance and frailty, we volun- 
tarily stood forward as the accusers of our brethren, 
and when we knew not our own hearts, nor could 
tell what nianner of spirit they were of, pretended 
to search out the hidden secrets of theirs. " Charity 
thinketh no .eviP^ — " Charity hopeth all things/* 
Her. estimate, of human character way, nay, often 
must^ be too favourable ; yet will that error, if there 
be truth in Scripture, draw down a blessing, which 
the keenest scrutiny, the ablest and minutest dissec- 
tion of rnotives that censoriousness could ever boast 
of, will fail to secure. . Fellow-christians, of various 
denominations, till you have proof to the contrary, 
proof that will satisfy a meek and charitable, as well 
as a fervent and zealous mind, believe, or at the very 
least hope, that those who diflFer from you are sincere 
in their professions. Much as you may think them 
mistaken in opinion, relinquish not, without strong 
evidence, your faith in their integrity. Remember 
that you diflFer as widely from them as they from 
you, and that the mere diflFerence, considered as a 
proof of dishonesty, has no greater force or validity 
on the one side than on the other. One or both 
may be wrong, and yet neither wilfully so. Ac- 
count, then, of each other, till you have positive 
evidence on which to found a less favourable opi- 
nion, as honest servants, of Christ, and faithful 
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stjewardS) according to the knowledge which you 
severally possess, of the mysteries of God. 

Assuredly, we grant with the Apostle, ^' it is re- 
quired of stewards that they be found faithful.*^ 
Fidelity is expected from them in the preservation, 
and also in the employment and distribution, of the 
property committed to their care« They are bound 
faithfully to preserve their Lord's possessions ; to 
see to it that they be not injured either in quantity 
or quality— that nothing be dishonestly abstracted 
frcnn them*— and that they be not corrupted or dete- 
riorated by any impure or hurtful addition. The 
possessions thus fiuthfuUy preserved^ th^ are fur- 
ther bound j&ithfully to employ and imfM-ove, to 
store up or distribute^ to apply immediately to their 
Lord's use^ or diat of others, according to his will. 
These are th^ duties of all stewards, and amongst 
the redt, of those to whom God entrusts the care 
and distribution of his Word. The stewsord of God 
and of Christ is undar A sc^mn dbligation to keep 
whole and i^vioialje the treasure of liie gospel : to 
hifl^ as to the follower of Moses, the injunction is 
given, '^Tbou shalt not add unto the word which 
I command Uiee, neither shalt tibou diminish aught 
from it« that thou mayst keep the commandments of 
the Lord thy God which I command thee."" It 
was the express ifijunction of Jesus to his disciples, 
that " they should teach men to observe all things 
whatsoever he had commanded them,'^ and that thev 
must not '^ be ashaimed either of him or ofAis words ^^^ 
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if ^y woukl act that he abo should be ashamed of 
them ia the great day 6f retribution. They were to 
fN-each hid doctrine in it9 purity and integrity, and 
they were to preach it, moreover, with diligence and 
zeal : they were to be active and industrious as well 
as wise stewands, giving to each mraiber of the 
household his portion of meat^ and giving it like- 
wise in due season^ 

Such is the character of the faithful stewards of 
Christy and of the character thus described we have 
a most illustrious example in the Apostle himself^ 
He was indeed, what he exhorted his youthful friend 
to be, ^'a w<^kman that needed not to be ai^amed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth.^^ He could 
truly testify that his labours had been more abun« 
tknt than those of all his brethren in the apostle* 
ship, and diat they had been faithfully directed to 
the one great end, the dissemination of tiie gospel 
of Christ in its completeness and its purity, ^^ Ye 
know/^ said he in his most imfMres^ve aitd aflfecting 
address to the church of fiphesus^ recorded in die 
book of Acts (ch. xx..), ^^ Ye kaow from the first day 
that I<^ame into Asia, after what manner I have been 
with you at all. seasons, serving the Lord with all . 
humility of mind, and with many tears. and trials 
which befel me by the lying in wait of the Jews, 
and how I kept back nothing that was profitable to 
you, but have ^ewed you, and have taught you 
publicly, and from house to house, testifying, both 
to the Jetvs and also to the Greeks, nepentance to- 
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ward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 
— I take you to record this day that I am pure from 
the blood of all men, for I have not shunned to 
declare unto you all the counsel of God/^ "We 
are not as many,'^ says he to the church of Corinth, 
" who corrupt the word of God, but as of sincerity, 
but as of God, in the sight of God, speak we in 
Christ.'^ And again addressing the same church, 
" Therefore we, seeing we have this ministry, as 
we have received mercy, faint not, but have re- 
nounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walk- 
ing in craftiness, nor handling the word of God 
deceitfully, but by manifestation of the truth com- 
mending ourselves to every mah^s conscience in 
the sight of God/^ Thus did th6 Apostle testify 
of himself, and call upon those who had the best 
means of judging to bear him record ; nor ' can 
we doubt, from all that we know of his noble and 
energetic character, that his testimony of himself 
was strictly true, and that if Christ ever had a 
faithful steward upon earth, — a disciple honest and 
fearless to speak all the truth, and zealous to 
speak the truth to all, — Paul was that disciple. 
And yet, my friends, it appears that thfere were 
Christians who impeached the fidelity of Paul, 
who accused him, as we may infer from his vin- 
dication of himself, of corrupting the word of God 
and wilfully misrepresenting the doctrine of Christ. 
Paiil was assailed by calumpy ; and can we then 
hope to escape unCalumniated ? Even his fidelity 
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was questioned by some; and can we then ex- 
pect that all should deem us faithful?. Assuredly, 
my brethren, whatever claims we may put in for 
ourselves as a sect, few, if any, of us can pretend to 
fidelity like his. There are not many Unitarians, it 
must be granted, — are there many, let me ask, of 
any other sect ? — who have exercised their Christian 
stewardship like Paul. By the contemplation of 
such a model we cannot but feel deeply humbled : 
may the honest shame which it excites be followed 
by a virtuous emulation ! In one respect, however, 
and that, too, one in which it has been our lot to 
sustain a more than usual share of opprobrium, I 
will venture to assert that our fidelity is as unstained 
as that of any of our fellow-christians, — not less so, 
I humbly trust, even than that of the great Apostle 
himself. We have often been accused of wilfully 
mutilating, corrupting, and perverting the word of 
God. This accusation, so far as any individual 
member of a social body can speak for the rest, I 
hesitate not most positively to deny» In the name 
of every honest Unitarian, and I trust the existence 
of some few of this description will be admitted, I 
assert that we have not knowingly abstracted a sin- 
gle particle from the treasure of revealed truth, that 
we have not intentionally perverted from its true 
meaning any portion, however small, of God's reveal- 
ed will ; and let me add, moreover, that we should 
have exactly the same right to accuse our fellow- 
christians of wilfully adulterating the treasures of 
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Divine Truth with human additions, as they have to 
accuse us of wilfully mutilating and curtailing them. 
In truth, no such right is possessed by either party. 
It is the privilege and duty of every Christian to 
form his oWn conscientious opinion, upon a diligent 
and impartial review of the evidence submitted to 
him, both as to what is the word of God, and how it 
is to be understood. No man is authorized to dic- 
tate to another what he shall believe or what he shall 
not believe, — what scriptural documents he shall re- 
ceive or not receive as genuine and authentic records 
of his Master^s will, or how he shall interpret what 
he sees reason to regard as such. On these subjects 
he is not merely at liberty, he is under a most sacred 
obligation, to form his own judgment according to 
his best ability. Wicked and foolish indeed will he 
be if he conduct such an examination with levity and 
carelessness, — if he proceed in it without a deep 
sense of his accountability to God, without a serious 
and heartfelt wish to learn what the will of God 
really is, that he may be implicitly guided by it in 
his practice. Almost beyond conception will be 
his wickedness and folly if he knowingly reject any 
revealed truth, or substitute for a single thought of 
God any imagination of man. Sincere ChristiaQs 
may differ as to the meaning of their Master's 
words, and the media of their transmission, but of 
his will, once perceived and understood, every sin^ 
cere and honest Christian will at least endeavour to 
be a faithful steward. Let us not, then, accuse each 
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other without proof of wilfully corrupting or per- 
verting the Divine law, since this is a degree of 
guilt and folly of which no truly good man can be 
capable ; but while we all endeavour to deepen our 
own convictions of that thorough rectitude, that 
inflexible integrity, that persevering diligence, which 
our Christian stewardship requires of us, let us 
leave it to God to judge our brethren, taking care, 
when we have the power, to lose no opportunity of 
giving them friendly warning when we think them 
wrong, or friendly assistance and encouragement 
when we believe them to be right. 

Should false accusations, however, be brought 
against ourselves, should we be calumniated as faith- 
less stewards of our heavenly treasure, St. Paul 
admirably instructs us how we are to reply. " With 
me," said he, ^^ it is a very small thing that I should 
be judged of you, or of man's judgment :'' as though 
he had said, ^^ I have admitted that the true light 
in which I myself, and my associates in the gospel 
ministry, are to be r^arded, is that of servants of 
Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God: I have 
admitted also, that of every such steward it is re- 
quired that he be found feithful ; but I cannot Admit 
that either you, or any being, or number of beings, 
merely human, are competent to decide on my fidelity, 
or to say how far I have satisfied, or failed to satisfy, 
in this respect, the claims of my conscience, my 
Saviour, and my God. Were my conduct honoured 
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by your unanimous suffrage, it would be no certain 
proof of its rectitude to me ; though * all men should 
speak well of me,' I have learned, from the highest 
authority, that sin and woe might still be mine. 
Noi^ are your censures any more conclusive of 
the nature and measure of my deserts, than your 
applause. To you it is not given to search out the 
secrets of the breast : you are but men — as such, no 
less liable to blame than to applaud unjustly. In 
the experience of the world it has often happened 
that both truth and virtue have met with a very 
different reception from that which they had a right 
to claim, and that, too, not from insulated indivi- 
duals merely, but from the great masses of mankind. 
History will tell us of times and seasons wheti the 
advocates of truth have been every where spoken 
against, and the friends of virtue regarded and re- 
presented as evil doers. I must appeal, therefore, 
from your decision upon my character and conduct, 
to one of far higher authority. Deeming it of very 
small consequence how you judge me, I must seek 
the suffrage of a judgment that cannot err.'^ 

And here observe, my friends, the wise caution 
and deep humility of Paul. He would not trust 
even to his own judgment to pass a full and final 
sentence upon himself* " Yea, I judge not mine 
own self,'* said he. To his own mind he stood 
acquitted of all the evil that had been charged upon 
him. He could truly Say, after examining his 
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heart, on the subject of the faults imputed by his 
enemies, that " he was conscious of nothing," 
Nevertheless, he indulged in no vehement protes- 
tations of faultless excellence ; he advanced no 
boastful claims to exemption from frailty and sin. 
He was aware that the heart of man is often deceit- 
ful, — that prejudice, partiality, self-ignorance, and 
self-love, often blind us to our own errors and defects, 
and he would not, therefore, pronounce absolutely, 
that there was no shade of justice in any of the 
accusations which his enemies had brought against 
him. " His own heart,^^ it was true, " condemned 
him not," and therefore " he had confidence to- 
wards God :" but it was a modest confidence, an 
humble, self-abased trust, such as the best of our 
frail race should feel, when he submits his thoughts 
and actions to the searching eye of the Omniscient, 
— a trust kept in awe by holy fear, a confidence 
which, while it might have fearlessly addressed to 
God the words which Peter spake to our Lord, 
*' Lord, thou knowest all things, thou knowest that 
I love thee," would have deemed it far from super- 
fluous to add the Psalmist^s humbling reflection and 
earnest prayer, " Who can understand his errors ? 
Cleanse thou me from secret faults." " I am con- 
scious of nothing," said the Apostle ; " yet am I 
not hereby justified ; but he that judgeth me is th^ 
Lord." 
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How constantly do we find merit and modesty, 
true worth and humility, combined ! Lightly as 
Paul thought of the unjust censures of his enemies, 
satisfied as he felt with that calm and dignified refu- 
tation of their slanders which the still voice of con- 
science had pronounced, he was not tempted, in the 
warmth of self-congratulation, to forget that he was 
frail, or to lose sight of the awful truth, that there 
is but one judge whose decision upon our conduct 
is absolutely infallible and final, and will often, 
there is every reason to believe, greatly modify, 
sometimes perhaps entirely reverse, the previous 
decisions of all minor judges, even consilience her- 
self not excepted. With filial love that hoped to be 
approved, with filial awe that feared to have offended, 
Paul refused to yield implicit credit even to his own 
eelf^crutinizing judgment. He might be wrong, 
he remembered: God only must be right. The 
creature cannot know itself as the Creator knows it. 
In reverential silence, therefore, he resolved to await 
the final sentence of the Supreme Arbiter, to which, 
whether fevourable or otherwise, be was prepared to 
bow with deep, unquestioning submission. He 
hoped not to know his own mind perfectly, till he 
should see it reflected, as it were, in the perfect 
mirror of his Father^s. Then do we know, indeed, 
when God makes known « As the clear descri|)tion 
of an object" or event, by one who thoroughly under- 
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stands its nature and relations, will often convey a 
far more accurate idea of it, to the ignorant mind, 
than actual inspection would, — ^so is it with the 
revelations of God, whatever be their subject. His 
pictures are always more clear than aiiy views that 
we can take of the wonderful originals, graciously 
framed, as they are, with a perfect adaptation to the 
near focus and narrow field of our mental vision. 
We never understand God perfectly, till he conde^ 
scends to become his own interpreter* We see 
not his worJks clearly, (and our own minds are far 
from being the least curious and complicated in 
structure, or the most easily intelligible part of 
them,) till he deigns to shew them to us. Paul 
knew this, and he would ndt, therefore, even in 
reply to accusations which he believed to be alto- 
gether false, assume the tone of unqualified self- 
vindication^ "I am conscious of nothing/' were 
his words ; " yet am I not hereby justified ; but he 
that judgeth me is the Lord.'' " Therefore/' he 
concludes^ ^^ judge nothing before the time, until 
the Lord come, who both will bring to light the 
hidden things of darkness^ and will make manifest 
the counsels of the heart, and then shall every man 
have praise,"— his due praise, the Apostle evidently 
means, that portion of approbation, more or less 
mingled with censure, which his conduct shall have 
deserved—" from God." 

To sum up the Apostle's counsel^ then— the 



Digitized by 



Google 



40 

Christian, when calumniated, is to reply, not by 
vehement retaliation of obloquy and insult, not by 
angry denial, not even by unqualified self-vindica* 
tion ; but by calmly disclaiming his consciousness 
of faults which, upon mature reflection and honest 
self-examination, he does not believe himself to have 
committed ; by humbly conceding at the same time 
his liability to sin and error ; and finally, by referring 
his accusers to the decision of that awful day, when 
the secrets of all hearts shall be disclosed, and the 
sole important consideration will be, not how we, 
in our ignorant and presumptuous folly, have judged 
each other, but how the most wise and merciful of 
Beings will judge us all. 

My Unitarian brethren, let the advice of this 
great and good man, enforced as it was by his bright 
example, sink into our hearts. It is true that we 
have been, and are to this day, grievously calumni- 
ated by many of our fellow-members of the Chris- 
tian church. Under the influence of ignorance and 
prejudice, the pious and the good amongst them 
have too frequently united with the unprincipled 
and the malignant to misrepresent us. Regarding 
us as enemies of God and of his Christ, they 
have " verily thought within themselves^' that they 
ought to withhold from us, as such, even that mea- 
sure of kindly feeling and courteous, not to say fair 
and honourable, treatment, which they refuse not to 
accord to the members of every other sect. What 
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Aen ? Shall we on this account shrink abashed 
from the presence of our fellow-men ? Shall we re* 
tire intimidated from the*contest with error ? Shall 
we speak no more of what we deem the eternal 
truths of the gospel ? Shall we fear to proclaim 
our apostolic creed, " To us there is but one God, 
even the Father, and one Lord, Jesus Christ" ? 
God forbid that the fear of mortal man should effec- 
tually work this snare for us ! Rather let us re- 
joice that we are counted worthy to suffer shame, if 
need be, for a cause which we regard as that of God 
and of his Christ. We stand at the judgment-seat 
of the Searcher of hearts : we are amenable to him, 
my brethren, and to him only, for our conduct as 
disciples of his Son, Anticipating his sentence, let 
us deeply feel, and give utterance to the feeling in 
no spirit of supercilious aversion and contempt, but 
in that of meekness and love unfeigned, that " with 
us it is a very small thing to be judged of man^s 
judgment/' Not that we regard that judgment as 
in itself a matter of indifference, or feel no regret 
that we are condemned unjustly by it ; far other- 
wise, — we prize the good opinion and the sympathy 
of our Christian brethren ; we would gladly extend 
to all of them, even to those who differ most widely 
from us, the hand of fellowship, and should rejoice 
to meet their answering grasp ; we are grieved that 
they should look upon us with a cold, unfriendly 
eye ; we wish that they could justly appreciate oui* 
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motives and principles of action, and could learn t6 
know us, at the very least, as honest searchers after 
truth ; their uncharitable judgments we do consider 
as a subject of no small regret; but we regard them 
not as a source of any apprehension. In this view 
it is that we deem them of little consequence. In 
this view we desire to account it " a very small 
thing to be judged of man's judgment/^ Let the 
fear of God, my brethren, cast out of our minds 
every other fear : let us only strive, with the Apos- 
tle, to keep a conscience void of offence towards 
God and man : let us study to approve ourselves to 
the Great Lord and Father of all, good servants 
and obedient children : then shall we have no need 
to tremble at human judgments^ ^^ The curse 
causeless, as the swallow in its flying, will not 
light i^^^^the censures of the frail and fallible will 
play like harmless lightnings round us^ iUuminating 
whom they cannot injure ; and the day at lei^th 
will come, if not in this worid, surely in the nextj 
when we shall no longer be excluded by prejudice 
or misconception from any good n^n^s love, but 
being wholly one with the Father and the Son, 
shall be one also with every brother of the human 
family. 

O happy day ! when prejudice and bigotry shall 
take their flight, to return no nK>re ; when no in- 
terposing veil of orthodoxy or heresy shall have 
|)Ower for a moment to conceal the friend and bro- 
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ther from our view ; wlien, in the language of a 
writer* who rejoiced to record the feelings of pure 
delight with which he once welcomed to his heart 
the profession of a creed different from his own, 
" every unkind prepossession shall drop off without 
effort, and every lurking suspicion be reviewed and 
dismissed at the tribunal of reason : when the whole 
mind, as if relieved from a Ipng and galling pres- 
sure, at one moment shall repose in security, and at 
another expand with joy : when it shall deeply re- 
ceive every favourable impression made upon it by 
new and juster views of things, and shall fondly 
contemplate intellectual and moral excellence, wher- 
ever found, with heightened sagacity and enlarged 
benevolence V' 

Even in this world, my friends, our observation 
of the signs of the times may lead us to hope for an 
approximation to this happy state. Even now, 
blessed be the Author of every good and perfect gift, 
we see Christians of different sects beginning to re- 
gard each other kindly, to speak of each other can- 
didly, to treat each other liberally. While we ear- 
nestly pray for the diffusion of this good spirit, may 
we do all in our power to promote it ! May we be 
known to the world, not only as those who dare to 

♦ See Dr. Parr's Sequel to Curtis's Printed Paper, Part II., p. 
100, where he adverts to his prejudices against Dr. Priestley, pre- 
viously to his personal intercourse with him, and the subsequent dis- 
persion of them. 
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think for themselves, and to speak what they think, 
but as those also who cheerfully allow and earnestly 
maintain the right which all our fellow-christians, 
all our fellow-men possess, to give free utterance to 
their honest sentiments. Searching for truth with 
seriousness and diligence ourselves, and kindly as- 
sisting the search of others, may we leave it to God 
to pass his sentence upon the erroneous, and pray 
to him to remove, as speedily as may be consistent 
with his infinite wisdom, all the sources of error. 
Amen. 
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Note, p* 18. 

I TRUST that few such passages as that which I have quoted are to 
be found in the pages of modern controversy. I add, with pleasure, 
that my memory does not enable me to refer to one in which the 
province of the Searcher of hearts is so directly invaded, or the in- 
junction of the Redeemer against hasty and uncharitable judgments, 
in appearance at least, so completely set at defiance. Even Mr. 
Taylor himself must, I think, upon mature reflection, deeply regret 
having imputed to a whole sect of his fellow-christians, or, should 
he dispute our title to that name, to a whole class of his fellow-men, 
the heinous guilt of ** hating in their hearts*' one whom they affect 
to reverence and love ; of attempting to dethrone, or by sly insinua- 
tion to lower and degrade, one whom they openly profess to honour 
and obey as their anointed King. If he thus think of us, well in- 
deed may Mr. T. question our possession of any d^ree of moral 
excellence, however small : well may he infer that we are as utterly 
regardless in our hearts of the second table of the law, as he is 
pleased to assume^ — upon what evidence does not appear, — ^that we 
are of the first. Beyond a doubt, if we are justly described in the 
above-cited passage, we must be persons of the most depraved cha- 
racters, and the question, ** Whether Socinians have not their im- 
moralities too ?" might have been dispensed with as altogether su- 
perfluous ; and yet this is the book of which the Eclectic Reviewer 
thus speaks—" Mr. Taylor's volume abounds with striking remarks, 
and preserves throughout the tone of firm but affectionate remon- 
strance. That it will give great offence to Unitarians, he doubtless 
anticipates : it is not for them he writes. Enough has been written 
on the Socinian controversy ; but a work was wanted that should be 
proper to be put into tJte hands of a young person in danger of im- 
bibing the contagion of scepticism. For this purpose the volume is 
excellently adapted; and we trust that its extensive usefulness will 
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realize the hope and prayer expressed by the venerable author,'* I 
remember with pleasure that this Reviewer's " toe," though it has 
the plural form, has but a singular meaning, and I am quite willing 
and disposed to believe that the Reviewer, in this instance, is singular 
indeed. The judicious friends of Mr. Taylor in his own denomina- 
tion, sincerely and earnestly as they may join with him in condemn- 
ing the opinions against which he writes, will, I am persuade, 
r^ret the manner and spirit of his opposition, and will lament that 
the respectable author, to whom and to whose family the world has 
been heretofore so much indebted, should have published, in his lat^ 
ter days, a work so unworthy of his fair ftune, and of what they will 
doubtless regard as the good cause which he had to advocate. Had 
the Reviewer been, what a Reviewer ought to be, the judicious and 
impartial friend both of the author and the public, I cannot think 
that he would have felt himself justified in describing Mr. Taylor's 
book either as ^ preserving throughout an affectionate tone," or as 
*^ treating the subject of the criminality of error in a satisfactory 
manner." He cannot surely think that the tone of the passage above 
referred to is ** affecticMiate." Can he deny that it contains impu- 
tations which an immediate revelation from God alone could have 
warranted the author in casting upon any body of men ? Can be 
deny that the tone of it is, totheoooaaBon earatkast^^rtBtever may 
have been the inward feelings of the author, that of bitter and unmi- 
tigated hostility against persons who, because they have read the 
Scriptures with diflferent eyes and minds from Mr* Taylor's, are set 
down by him as haters of Christ, as rebels animated by '* rancorous 
ill-will against the Lord and against his Anointed," and prepared to 
resort to every means, whether of ^ sly insiauadon" or open oppo- 
sidon, to carry their txeasoeaUe designs into effect ? By what cri- 
tical chemistry can a single drop of the milk of human kindness be 
detected in this passage ? Will even Mr. Taylor himself venture to 
assert that it was dkrtated by ^* diarity of the sweetest kind" ? The 
Reviewer admits that " all mental error which is unconnected with 
the state of the heart, all unbelief which does not involve disobe- 
dience, is innocent :" he grants that *^ there could be no guilt in er- 
roneous opinions, if those opinions were not the icsiik of the per- 
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fnting influence of moral pravity.*' Perhaps he will Airther cckk 
tede that this test of hn is one which it requires a power of search* 
ing the heart to apply : hut if so, how can he justify the professed 
application of it hy Mr* Taylor, or any other uninq}ired child of 
mortality ? There is only one mode of reasoning by means of 
which the Reviewer can reconcile his own concessions with his 
avowed approbation of Mr. Taylor's book. Should he maintain the 
propriety and validity of what is called reasoning in a circk^ he may 
then be allowed, upon his own principles, first to maintain that the 
opinions of the supposed heretic are criminally erroneous, solely be-» 
cause they result horn the perverting influence of moral pravity, and 
^n to prove the existence of that pravity by a simple reference to 
what he chooses to denominate the criminal, erroneous nature of the 
heretic*s opinions. 

Should the Reviewer, however, not approve of this mode of rea- 
soning, his expressed convictions should have obliged him to record 
his disapprobation of Mr. Taylor^s uncharitable judgments. With 
respect to the subject of the criminality of error, though I am not 
/ by any means prepared to assent to all that Dr. Wardlaw has written 
upon it, yet I must be of opinion that the Eclectic Reviewer has 
done him great injustice in associating his name as he has done with 
Mr. Taylor's. This subject, he says, " is fully and satisfactorily 
treated by Dr. Wardlaw and Mr. Taylor in the works before us." 
Now, whatever might be the Reviewer's opinion, few, I think, will 
fail to perceive that Mr. T. treats the subject in a vridely different 
manner from Dr. W., and that his ideas upon it are, in comparison 
with that gentleman's, very indistinct and confused ; so much so, that 
he might have been, with great propriety, recommended to peruse 
carefully Dr. W.'s tract, as calculated to put him in possession of 
some useful information, which he appears to need. Mr. Taylor's 
advice to young Christians of his own persuasion is doubtless well 
fitted to keep them where they are, and would have been equally so 
had he and they been Roman Catholics, Mussulmen, or professors 
of any other sect. Christian or F^tgan : it is, in feet, if I do not alto- 
gether misunderstand it, the very reverse of the Apostle Paul's. 
Take for granted all things that ufe assume to be orthodox and essen- 
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tial, says Mr. Taylor, and hold fast that which you have ; " Ptot>€ 
all things^'' says St Paul, without any reservation, " and hold fast 
that which is good.'* Let me recommend to every " young doubter," 
and young believer also, this apostolic refutation of the false and 
dangerous idea that there can be sin in any conclusion to which 
the mind is naturally led by the serious, humble, unprejudiced, and 
diligent investigation either of Grod's works or word. " It concerns 
all persons," says the pious and eloquent Jeremy Taylor, " to see 
that they do their best to find out truths and if they do, it is certain 
that, let the error be never so damnable, they shall escape the error^ 
or the misery of being damned for it. Whatsoever is not to be 
avoided, aa errors which are incident to the best and most inquisitive 
of men, are not offences against God.*' 
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SERMON. 



John v. 30. 



I can of mine own self do nothing : as I hear I 
judge: and my judgement is just; because J 
seek not mine own willy hut the will of the Father 
who hath sent me. 

Thus spake our Lord Jesus Christ, but so 
speak not many of his uninspired followers. In 
his opinion omniscience was a needful attribute 
of the final Judge of all men ; and no sentence 
upon human conduct and character could be ac<r 
quiesced in, as unerringly decisive and unques- 
tionably just, which did not proceed from the 
Searcher of hearts, — ^from Him who alone can 
trace every action to its motives, who knows 
pi^ecisely what those motives are, and what they 
ought to be. " As I hear I judge," said our 
blessed I^ord. Great as we have reason to be^ 
lieve were his intellectual powers, clear and 
profound as was his knowledge of human na* 
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ture, endowed as he was with all the qualities 
that cotQd adorn the judicial character, devoid 
of selfishness, exempt from prejudice, fearless of 
hostility, truth-loving, impartial^ and benignant ; 
yet did he not think himself competent without 
Divine illumination to decide upon the final de- 
stiny of his brethren, or to allot to them their se- 
veral portions of reward and punishment. While 
he claimed to be the appointed judge of the whole 
earth, he declared at the same time that he was 
to appear in that character merely as the out- 
ward and visible representative of Him who is 
all-powerful and all-wise, — as the organ through 
which He, to whom alone it belongs to search 
the hearts of the children of men, should an- 
nounce His unerring decisions to an assembled 
world. " I can of mine own self do nothing : as 
I hear I judge : and my judgement is just ; because 
I seek not mine own will, but the will of Him that 
sfent me.** 

Most strange it appears to me, that, in the facd 
of this explicit declaration, not a few learned and 
pious theologians should have thought themselves 
warranted to infer the deity of Christ from his 
judicial character. In what terms could he have 
more distinctly declared that in that character he 
was to appear merely as the finite announcer of 
the decisions of infinite wisdoioi, — as one who de- 
rived from a higher source, not only the autho- 
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rity which empowered, but the knowledge which 
qualified him to act, — as a judge in short who, 
far from aspiring to independence of the power 
that placed him on the judgement-seat, deemed 
himself sufficiently honoured in the permission 
to appear as the vicegerent of a greater, and to 
record the judgements of a wiser, than himself? 
" Of mine own self I can do nothing :" how could 
he have disclaimed more strongly the possession 
of original, inherent, and underived authority ? 
**As I hear I judge:" how could he have as- 
serted more distinctly that he was the organ of 
another's wisdom, the registrar of another's de- 
crees? ** And my judgement is just; because I 
seek not mine own will, but the will of Him that 
sent me :" what words could make it more clear 
than these do, that Jesus wished the absolute jus- 
tice of his decisions to be inferred, not from his 
own power and will to judge aright, but from 
the infinite perfections, the boundless wisdom, 
impartiality, and benignity of that supreme and 
universal Judge, whose unerring sentence it was 
his honourable office to proclaim and record ? 

If Christ was the omnipotent, then might om- 
nipotence lack power, for ** of his own self he 
could do nothing." If Christ was the omniscient, 
then might omniscience need the guidance of an- 
other's judgement ; for Christ judged, not as he 
knew and felt, but as he heard. If Christ was 
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God, then may the justice of God need a gua- 
rantee, and the will of God require support from 
higher and less fallible authority. ** My judge- 
ment is just," said our Lord. Why? because my 
wisdom is unerring, and my goodness without 
bounds ? No: but " because I seek not mine own 
will, but the will of Him that sent me.'* Was 
Christ then something different from himsdf? or 
was he something different from God ? To which 
of these suppositions must we have recourse for 
the explanation of his words ? one of them is es- 
sential ; for if Christ was, as some assert, both 
himself and God, it is obvious that his own will 
and God's will must have been identical, and to 
institute therefore any contrast or comparison be- 
tween them would have been absurd. 

But when Christ spoke emphatically of himself 
and of that which was Ms (rum^ says the Trinita- 
rian, it was in and of his human nature only that 
he spoke. Let him ponder well the full amount 
of his admission, I reply, and he will find it fatal 
to his cause. That Christ himself was a finite 
being, and that his own attributes were not Di- 
vine, is all that as Unitarians we contend for. 
That God was with Christ and in Christ, united 
to him, so far as the Infinite being can be to a 
finite, but still distinct from him, still not him- 
self, we freely grant. " God in Christ,^* we gladly 
recognise as the doctrine of th6 Scriptures, but 
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\* God-Christy" the " God-man" we cannot find 
there. Such passages as those under review 
appear to us decisive : they clearly distinguish 
Christ himself, as a creature of finite attributes 
and powers, from the God who wrought in him, 
spoke by him, and employed his instrumenta*- 
lity, but who could no more assume his nature 
than He could lay aside His own. When our 
Lord said, "of mine own self I can do nothing," 
he could not in our opinion have said more ex- 
plicitly, **I myself am not God/' 

I have thus pointed out the bearing of our text 
upon a controversy in which, as professing Chris- 
tians, we are peculiarly interested : it was not, 
however, with any view of this kind that I se- 
lected it ; my object was rather to direct your 
attention to an important practical lesson which 
it appears to me to convey, — a lesson which it is 
our duty as Christians, and more especially if 
possible as Protestant Christians, to lay to heart. 

Many of our fellow Protestants have resolved 
to celebrate, this day, the third centenary of the 
Reformation. In the year 1535 the first entire 
EngUsh version of the Old and New Testament 
was completed under the direction of Myles Co- 
verdale, and printed at Zurich. In the last page 
are these words : " Prynted in the yeare of our 
Lorde MDXXXV., and fynished the fourth daye 
of October." It was dedicated to Henry VIII., 
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and with his permission, there is reason to think, 
published in England. * * When Coverdale's trans- 
lation was finished, and presented to Henry, he 
gave it," we are informed by Fulke, " to Bishop 
Gardiner and some others to examine. They 
kept it so long, that at last Henry had to call 
for it himself. When they delivered the book, 
he demanded their opinion of the translation. 
They answered that there were many faults in it. 
* Well,' said the king, * but are there any heresies 
mentioned in it?' They replied, * There were no 
heresies they could find.' * If there be no here- 
sies,' said Henry, * then in God's name let it go 
abroad among our people.' " 

Coverdale did not pretend to have made his 
translation (a considerable part of which was bor- 
rowed, though with corrections, from the older 
version of Tyndal,) from the Hebrew and Greek 
originals, but from the ^* Douche and Latyn." 
Nevertheless it was a work of no small merit ; 
and even if it had been much more imperfect 
than it was, the publication of the whole Bible 
in English was an event of importance, one of 
the first good fruits of the Reformation, for which 
we have great reason to rejoice and give thanks. 
Seed was then doubtless sown '*by royal per- 
mission," which soon began to reproduce its like, 
and borne by the winds of heaven, or the mes- 
sengers of Grod, to every quarter of our island. 
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presented to the eye ere long the appearance of 
a waving harvest of golden grain, growing not 
merely within the pales of a royal inclosure, but 
beneath the open sky, in every valley and on 
every hill, where the patronage of human power 
was iio longer required to preserve, nor could its 
darkest frowns avail to blight and to destroy. 

The publication of the whole Bible in our na- 
tive tongue was indeed a glorious event ; not 
the less so, perhaps, because multitudes have 
found and will find in it " heresies," of which 
Henry and his bishops never dreamed, and learned 
from it to worship the God of their fathers, with- 
out leave either of prince or prelate, after a way 
of which they doubtless would have greatly dis- 
approved. "In God's name," said the king, 
" let it go abroad among our people." In God's 
name it went abroad, and the result has been 
such as, though the lovers of conformity and 
uniformity may grieve for. Truth's best friends, 
who in full and free discussion see the only cer- 
tain and lawful means of securing her ultimate 
triumph, cannot but rejoice in. From the Scrip- 
tures, variously interpreted, opinions the most 
various and inconsistent have doubtless been de- 
rived ; but it is the will of God that on almost 
every subject of importance truth should be thus 
gradually elicited. The collision of honest minds, 
like the dashing of the ocean waves, is healthful 
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while it lasts ; and when the peace of conviction 
shall succeed, which doubtless it will in God's 
own time, it will be much more likely to endure 
than any peace that the mere authority of priests 
or kings could have commanded. Who would 
not prefer the calm which succeeds the storm, 
when every element has found its proper place 
and level in the system, and all is harmonized 
that was at variance, to that which precedes it, 
when the seeds of discord are germinating un- 
seen, and no one can know the moment at which 
the elemental warfare may burst forth? The calm 
which controversy, fairly waged and succeeded 
by conviction, has produced dreads no disturb- 
ance: the calm which mere human authority 
commands, any sudden gust of human passion 
or caprice may terminate in a moment. How 
soon, for instance, were the slumbers of Popery 
disturbed in this kingdom, when that very Henry, 
to whom the Pope in his gratitude had given the 
title of " Defender of the Faith,*' thought fit to 
rebel against his ^patron, and to join himself the 
ranks of those whom he had previously stigma- 
tized as heretics. 

No, my friends, ** the unity of belief in the 
bond of ignorance," and " the unity of profession 
in the bond of hjrpocrisy," are neither of them 
worth having, even if earthly potentates, civil or 
ecclesiastical, could establish them for a season ; 
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and as for ** the unity of the spirit in the bond of 
peace/' that can only exist in perfection where 
the understanding and the heart are allowed to 
exert all their energies, without any undue or 
illiberal restraint, — ^where no shackles are placed 
on thought^ and every honest thought can be 
freely uttered without hindrance or offence. 

I cannot, therefore, blame those who rejoice 
this day in an approximation, however partial, 
toward a state of things so desirable. At the 
Reformation, the shackles of ecclesiastical ty- 
ranny were, at least in some degree, shaken off: 
in the chains which had previously fettered the 
human mind some strong links were broken; 
and multitudes gained enough of freedom to in- 
duce them to wish, and inspirit them to struggle, 
for more. Though the good work was far from 
completed then, — alas ! the portion of it is not 
small that still remains to be wrought out, — it 
was at all events nobly begun, and it well be- 
t3omes us to cherish, with fond and grateful re- 
collection, the memory of those enlightened, 
energetic and devoted men, who, in asserting for 
themselves, according to the degree of knowledge 
and power they possessed, that liberty wherewith 
Christ had made them free, taught those of suc- 
ceeding ages how to advance upon their foot- 
steps, and vindicate their own rights of con- 
science still more fully and effectually. 
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Luther, Melancthon, ErasnEos, Knox, Zmngle, 
the SoGim, — yea, even Calvin, — ^these, and such 
ZB these, are illustrious names ; nor should the 
consideration that they were men, frail men, 
having their treasure in earthen vessels, and not 
unfrequently manifesting the power of evil by the 
very mode in which they contended with it, pre^ 
vent us from according to them the meed of 
heartfelt praise. With unholy violence they might 
sometimes contend against tyrannic power ; in 
their hostility to bigotry they might, in some in- 
stances, make it manifest that the seeds of that 
odious vice had not been wholly rooted from 
their own bosoms ; in their zeal to extract the 
mote from their brother's eye, the beam in their 
own might now and then remain unnoticed and 
unremoved; and stigmatized as heretics them- 
selves, they might perhaps occasionally forget to 
respect the Christian rights, and feelings, and 
liberties of those who, after a way which they 
called heresy, worshiped the God of their fathers: 
nevertheless they were benefactors of our species 
after all ; if evil often mingled with their good, 
the good must at least be allowed to have often 
and greatly predominated : they began a good 
work for us : they sowed the seed of which we 
have already reaped, and hope still to reap, 
abundantly : they laboured, and we have entered 
into their labours : the debt of gratitude, there- 
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fore, shall not be withheld, nor will we in this 

instance verify the sarcasm too often merited, 

" The evil that men do lives after them. 
The good is oft interred with their bones." 

Accept, illustrious shades of departed confes- 
sors, our heart-warm tribute for your noble vin- 
dication of the Christian rights and liberties of 
man, — ^for all that you did and suffered in the 
cause of truth and virtue, — ^for your willingness 
to peril property, and liberty, and life in their 
behalf, — for your energy as champions, and your 
devotion as martyrs, — ^for the blood which you 
shed on the scaffold, or the agonies that you en- 
dured at the stake ! Nor will your pure spirits, 
freed from earthly stains, think our offering the 
less worthy of acceptance, because we freely 
mingle pity and regret with our admiration and 
our gratitude, and drop a tear or heave a sigh 
for the frailties of the man, at the same time 
that we commemorate the virtues and the ser- 
vices, the noble deeds or patient sufferings, of 
the reformer. O Calvin, Calvin ! would that we 
could blot from thy scutcheon the dark stain that 
the blood of Servetus has left there ! * Yes, my 

* In no unfriendly spirit is this sentiment expressed : the 
pious zeal, profound learning, and multifarious labours of 
Calvin should not be forgotten, even by those who are most 
hostile to the peculiar system of opinions that he adopted ; nor, 
while they lament that this great Reformer was a persecutor, 
a bitter persecutor, should they lose sight of the fact, that the 
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brethren, I trust that we are neither unmindful 
of all that these worthies of former days have 
done for us, nor yet disposed to dwell with too 
severe and merciless a scrutiny on those errors 
in their conduct which only serve to prove that 
they were men of like passions with ourselves, 
and need, like us, a large measure of merciful 
allowance. 

They lived, be it remembered, in earlier days 
of science and civilization ; and many a fault, 
which in us would merit the severest condemna- 
tion, it is but reasonable to behold with lenity, 
and treat with gentleness in them*. It is not 

spirit of persecution was so muck that of the age in which he 
lived, that even Socinus himself, notwithstanding the liberality 
of his creed, could not escape without a taint of it, but is more 
than suspected of having consented to the imprisonment, or at 
least suspension, of Francis Davides for heresies akin to his 
own, and has actually left it on record, as his opinion, that an 
"obstinate heresiarch" may be justly prevented from propa- 
gating his doctrine, " if milder means should fail, by chains 
and a prison/' 

* What an accomplished writer has elegantly and forcibly 
said of the political reformers of this country at the period of 
the Revolution, may be applied with equal justice to the re- 
formers of the church of an earlier day. " It is for the interest 
of the human race that the memory of such men should be had 
in reverence, and that they should be supported against the 
scorn and hatred of their contemporaries by the hope of leav- 
ing a great and imperishable name. To go on the forlorn 
hope of truth is a service of peril : who will undertake it, if it 
be not also a service of honour ? It is easy enough, after the 
ramparts are carried, to find men to plant the .flag on the 
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wonderful, for instance, — and here I come to the 
subject which I had originally in view, — that the 
great leading principle of Protestantism, the right 
of private judgement, and the accountableness of 
man to Grod alone in religious matters, should 
have been but imperfectly understood by those 
who had always lived imder a spiritual tyranny, 
and whose minds, accustomed as it were from 
their infancy to move in fetters, might not be 
sensible, when any considerable portion of them 
was removed, of the number and weight of the 
links that stiU remained. To the born slave, that 
may well seem liberty which to one bom free 
would be insupportable bondage. Our ancestors, 
therefore, it is quite conceivable, might most 
conscientiously protest against, and rid them- 
selves of, the heavy yoke that Popery imposed, 
and yet, without perceiving the inconsistency, 
continue to wear chains themselves, and oblige 
others to wear them. 

highest tower. The difficulty is to find men who are ready to 
go first into the breach : and it would be bad policy indeed to 
insult their remains, because they fell in the breach, and did 
not live to penetrate to the citadel.'' — Edinburgh Review for 
July 1835, p. 284. The Reformers of whom we speak, cham- 
pions of a more sacred cause, we may hope were animated by 
a, higher motive than that which is indicated in this eloquent 
passage ; nevertheless, even the servants of God may reason- 
ably look, and ought not to look in vain, for the gratitude of 
posteiity. " The just" are not forbidden to rejoice in the as- 
surance that their "memory will be blessed." 
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And in some instances they did so : they stig- 
matized and persecuted as heretics those who 
only followed in their footsteps, and exercised 
that right of private judgement which they them- 
selves had first taught them to exercise both by 
precept and example. They did not perceive that 
they could have no better right to protest against 
Popery, than any conscientious dissenter from 
their creed would thenceforth enjoy to protest 
against their peculiar form of Protestantism. 
They thought it right to worship the God of their 
fathers after the way which Papists called heresy, 
and condemned as persecutors all who would have 
forbidden them to act thus ; and yet they deemed 
it no persecution to draw a line themselves, be^ 
yond which Protestant heresy was not to go, and 
to pursue, if not with bodily pains and penalties, 
yet with mental inflictions not less acute, with 
unkindness, obloquy, contempt, reproach, with 
the withdrawal of friendship, and the manifes*- 
tation of disUke and disgust, if not hostility, all 
who should venture, under convictions how con- 
scientious and imperative soever, to pass the line 
of orthodoxy which they had arbitrarily drawn. 

Was this conduct peculiar to our ancestors ? — 
to those who might have pleaded that, having 
been brought up in the house of bondage, they 
could not, without difficulty, comprehend the full 
extent of the rights and duties of freemen f 
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Alas 1 no : this Protestant Popery, if I may so 
denominate it, prevails extensively even in the 
present day. Scarcely is the sect to be found 
amongst Christians, Protestants or Dissenters 
though they may call themselves, who do not 
presume to draw the line beyond which free 
thought is to be forbidden, on the pain, if not of 
personal suffering, or punishment in life, limb, 
or property, yet of opprobrium and contempt, 
and human condemnation to Divine displeasure. 
Almost al] Protestants frame some creed, consist- 
ing of what they choose to pronounce essential 
articles, against which no one is to protest who 
would not be excluded from the Christian pale. 
Almost all Dissenters set up a standard of ortho- 
doxy of their own, from which no one, without 
the imputation of crime and the forfeiture of 
esteem and love, may venture to dissent. This, I 
maintain, is the very essence of Popery ; and 
those who think themselves justified in retaining 
so much of its spirit, shoxQd at least treat with 
some degreie of tender and merciful forbearance 
those who retain more. 

He who pretends to set up any standard of 
orthodoxy for other men, who imputes heresy as 
a crime at all, or denounces any individual as 
guilty for differing from himself, obviously lays 
claim to infallibility on those points, respecting 
which he assumes his own unquestionable recti- 

b2 
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tude of judgement, and forbids his brethren to 
differ from him. The principle of the persecutor 
is granted, and freedom of thought is obviously 
restrained^ by every one who pretends to lay 
down authoritatively the essentials of a saving 
creed. If any human being can infallibly say 
what is or is not essential^ I see not why the 
same person may not go further, and say infalli- 
bly what is or is not true. If any human beiiig 
is authorized to declare that I must receive any 
single article of his creed on pain of God's dis- 
pleasure, I see not why he may not have equal 
authority to impose his whole creed upon me. 
If his judgement is binding upon me in the one 
case, it will be diflScult to show why it should 
not be equally so in every other. 

** I condemn no one," says the self-styled 
orthodox Protestant, '* who receives the essen- 
tials" '' You know then for certain," I reply, 
'' what the essentials are?" *' Undoubtedly, for 
I find them clearly set forth in holy Scripture." 
*' True, in holy Scripture as you interpret it ; but 
is your interpretation, I would ask, binding upon 
me?" '' I will not absolutely say so ; but shall 
think myself fully justified, should you reject it, 
in treating and representing you, whatever you 
-may say to the contrary, as an unbeliever, a wil- 
ful corrupter and perverter of revealed truth, an 
enemy of Christ and God, a "person the conta- 
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gion of whose society all serious Christians should 
avoid." ** If this be the case, I can only answer, 
my right of private judgement, so far as you are 
concerned, is a vanishing quantity ; and though 
you may hesitate to declare yourself infaUible, it 
is quite evident that you act as if you were so. 
On those points only do you admit that you may 
be wrong, on which it is of Uttle or no importance 
to be right." 

In her claim of infallibility the Church of Rome 
is at least consistent : she professes to teach her 
children all that they are to believe : she draws 
up their whole creed for them, and tells them that 
her authority to dictate is never to be questioned : 
but these Protestant Popes, to whom I refer, 
would allow us the privileges neither of the free- 
man nor the slave ; neither liberty to think for 
ourselves, nor the comfort of having others to 
think for us. We are to go so far, they tell us, 
but no further. We are to set our minds in mo- 
tion, but we are to stop suddenly, however disin- 
clined we may feel, at a certain point. We are 
to frame our own creed, but on the penalty of 
disgrace and suffering if it should not contain 
certain articles which are to be found in some 
other creed already framed. Such is the right of 
private judgement as maintained by not a few 
Protestant sects*. For myself I confess I do not 

* " The doctrine," says the able writer whom I have quoted 
in a preceding pote, " tvfiich, from the very first origin of re- 
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greatly covet it, and if I may not have consider- 
ably more, would almost as lieve have less. 

'* Be it our consolation,'' says a very learned 
Protestant divine, in a little work published to as- 
sist in the commemoration of this day, '* to know 
that we are not as many who corrupt the word of 
Ood; hut as of sincerity j as of God, all orthodox 
Protestant ministers of the Gospel," — (mark the 
restriction, for the writer does not intend it to 
be an unmeaning one, — all orthodox Protestant 
ministers of the Gospel) — *' do speak in Christ 
not handling the word of Ood deceitfully.*^ This 
is a very bold assertion, even if we admit the 
right and power of the author to determine who 
are orthodox and who are not : the necessary con- 
nexion between right opinions respecting the word 
of God, and honest dealing with it, is far from self- 
evident : but waiving this objection, who, I would 
ask, has authorized this writer to fix a standard 
of orthodoxy for his neighbours ? Is he too infal- 
lible to this extent ? or does he claim such infal- 
libility for the church to which he belongs, or for 
any number or description of associated churches? 
If not, his restriction of honest dealing to " or- 

ligious dissensions, has been held by all bigots of all sects, 
when condensed into a few words, and stripped of all rheto- 
rical disguise, is simply this, — I am in the right, and you are 
in the wrong. When you are the stronger, you ought to tole- 
rate me ; for it is your duty to tolerate truth. But when I am 
the stronger, I shall persecute you ; for it is my duty to perse- 
cute error." — Edinburgh Review for July 1835, p. 304. 
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thodox" persons only is of no value : and if so, 
then should he have heen more tender in his 
treatment of the infallihle Church of Rome, or at 
least more careful to draw the precise Une.of di- 
stinction hetween Popish and Protestant infalli- 
bility. 

*^ Should any one afltan," says this writer in 
another passage, '^ (as some indeed have affirmed 
who deny the Lord that bought them with his 
blood,) that before the coming of Christ the doc- 
trine of the Trinity, or the subsistence of one 
God in three persons, was not known to man- 
kind, while we admit that the terms ' Trinity' 
and * Persons' are comparatively recent, we con- 
fidently appeal to the page of ecclesiastical hi- 
story for the proof of the fact, that it was the 
innovations of men upon] the simple doctrines of 
the Gospel which alone rendered it necessary" — 
(strange necessity! let me remark in passing, for 
which it might have been thought that Divine 
wisdom would have provided in the Gospel itself) 
— '*to devise terms sufficiently comprehensive to 
convey the doctrine of the faithful concerning 
the Divine Being*." Unitarians then, it would 

* See •' A Protestant Memorial, &c., by Thomas HartweU 
Home, B.D." This little work contains some interesting mat- 
ter, and is the production of a gentleman to whom the students 
of the Scriptures are greatly indebted for a very elaborate and 
valuable work on the Criticism and Interpretation of the Bible. 
He will not probably wonder at a Unitarian's thinking that his 
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seem, according to this writer, are to be excluded 
frem the number of the ^' faithful^'' and may be 
characterized without scruple as those who "de- 
ny the Lord that bought them with his blood :" 
and yet this is a Protestant, one who asserts for 
himself the right of private judgement, one who 
condemns the Church of Rome for stigmatizing 
as heretics, and excluding from the hope of sal- 
vation, those who deny her doctrines and dissent 
from her decrees ! 

I mean to throw no peculiar blame upon this 
writer. Such Protestants I believe abound, — Pro- 
testants who take the liberty oi judging for them- 
selves, and yet scruple not to judge their neigh- 
bours for daring to do the same. Wherever this 
is the case, I will only say that the Reformation 
has, in my opinion, done but half its work. 

" The Bible, the Bible only," says the justly 
celebrated Chillingworth, " is the religion of Pro- 
testants." This favourite aphorism rather falls 
short of, than exceeds, the truth. That the 
** Bible only" contains the religion of Protestants, 
few if any of the present day* will be found to 



Protestantism is neither comprehensive nor consistent, and 
wishing that it were more so. 

* William Whiston, to whose name the honourable appella- 
tion of " honest" is generally prefixed, was a good Protestant, 
who would have made sundry additions to the canon; but there 
are none probably living of his mind in this respect. 
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deny : but thistt the Bible, — if by that term is 
meant any particular collection of documents 
dignified by any particular sect or sects with that 
name, — 4s the religion of Protestants, may well 
be disputed. The true Protestant will no more 
permit a canon to be imposed upon him than a 
creed. ^ He thinks that he is at perfect liberty to 
inquire for himself into the genuineness and au- 
thenticity of each separate book, and of every 
part of each book, of Scripture. He sees not 
why. he should be prevented from exercising the 
same right of judging for himself on this point 
as his forefathers did, when they rejected as apo- 
cryphal several works which the ecclesiastics of 
former days had pronounced genuine, and sent 
forth into the world under the seal of their au- 
thority. If the Church of Rome had no right to 
declare authoritatively what should be regarded 
as sacred Scripture, neither has any other church. 
What books were written by men of God, duly 
informed of the Divine will, and authorized to 
proclaim it to mankind, is a question doubtless 
of the deepest importance,— one which ought 
not to be decided rashly, but the investigation of 
which should be conducted in the most serious 
and impartial spirit, with diligent attention to 
the evidence of every kind, external and internal, 
by which it must be determined, and with prayer 
for the merciful guidance of Him who alone can 
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lead iuto all truth. It is a question, however, 
which no consistent Protestant, who enjoys the 
means and the ability, wiU think himself either 
precluded from entering upon in his own person, 
or justified in deciding for another. And yet 
there are Protestants who thus act, who would 
impose upon the whcde world, as canonical Scrip- 
ture, not merely every book, but every passage 
in every book, that they happen to deem so ; and 
who, the instant that a doubt is suggested as to 
the genuineness or authenticity of any section, 
paragraph, line, or even word, of the document 
which they hold to be the true one, raise the cry 
of wUM mutilation and corruption, and, because 
you cannot agree with them as to what the sacred 
penman wrote, would represent you as an inten-> 
tional perverter of the truth, a determined re- 
jector of Divine authority, one of those who 
would knowingly ** take away from the words of 
the book of prophecy," and whose name there- 
fore ** shall be taken out of the book of life." 
For my own part I am well contented with the 
canon of Scripture, as generally received by the 
majority of Protestant Christians, but will not 
relinquish my right to form my private opinion 
on every separate part and particle of it, and 
should think it no better than undisguised and 
arrant Popery to prevent any other man from 
doing Ukewise, or to cast the slightest aspersion 
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on his moral and religious character, should the 
conscientious exercise of his liberty in this respect 
lead him to conclusions different from mine *. 

Again, supposing the canon of Scripture set- 
tled, and the genuineness and authenticity of 
every single text determined beyond the possibi- 
lity of doubt, still the question of inspiration^ — 
of the extent and degree of it, I mean, — ^is one 
which the true Protestant will consider as open 
to fair and free discui^ion. Some think every 
word of the original documents inspired ; others 
every thought ; while others, again, ascribe in- 
spiration only to the doctrines which the pro- 
phet expressly teaches as divine, and hold that 
his arguments, illustrations, phraseology, may 
be justly regarded as proceeding from himself 
alone. Without pretending to determine which 
of these, or what other, should any other be pro- 

* That some portions of our present canon were more 
doubtfully and less unanimously received by the ancient 
churches than others is a well-known fact. Luther himself 
would have dismissed the Epistle of James, which appears to 
me of pure gold throughout, as what he contemptuously termed 
" an epistle of straw"; and a modem writer of great and de- 
served celebrity, and of undoubted orthodoxy, as that term is 
generally employed, has, in my opinion with much greater 
justice, questioned the right of Solomon's Song to rank 
amongst the sacred books of the Old Testament. The subject 
b one which ought never to be approached without religious 
care and caution ; nevertheless it is one on which it is not 
merely the privilege, but the duty, of every Protestant to 
form his own conscientious opinion. 
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posed, may be the true theory of Scriptural in- 
spkation, I would simply maintain, that on this 
subject also every Protestant must endeavour, 
with God's assistance, to form the best opinion 
in his power, but can assert no right or shadow 
of a right to dictate to his fellow Protestants. 
And yet how many are there who think them- 
selves warranted to impute a want of reverence 
for God's revealed will, and for the all-wise Re- 
vealer himself, on the sole ground of a difference 
on this topic ; — ^who, because their precise views 
of the nature and degree of inspiration have not 
been adopted, do not hesitate to represent those 
who differ from them as wilfully disputing the 
assertions, and rejecting the authority, of God's 
inspired messengers ! 

Once more, suppose that both these confessed- 
ly difficult questions had been finally set at rest, 
— that the canon of Scripture had been indisputa- 
bly settled, and the nature and extent of that in- 
spiration which its writers claim determined be- 
yond a doubt, — still, be it remembered, it would 
remain for every Protestant to ascertain for him- 
self the true meaning of every passage of the sa- 
cred record. Of no single text can such a one, 
so long as he adheres to the true principle of 
Protestantism, either assume the right to dictate 
an interpretation to his neighbour, or admit his 
neighbour's right to impose one upon him. How 



Digitized by 



Google 



29 



absurd then is it, when there is so piuch room 
for honest difference of opinion, to impugn the 
motives of those who do not happen to see things 
as we do ! 

The right of private judgement, if it is to be ex- 
ercised at all, should be exercised unrestrictedly. 
It proceeds upon the principle that we are ac- 
countable to God alone for the formation of our 
religious opinions, that it is our duty to search the 
Scriptures for ourselves, with the best aids that 
we can procure, and that no hiunan being has a 
right either to dictate to us the results of our re- 
search, or to condemn us for them, be they what 
they may. Judgement is God*s own work, and 
His exclusively. Even Jesus Christ, by his own 
express acknowledgement, can only act in judge- 
ment as his Father's organ ; "As I hear I judge,-' 
says he, " and my judgement is just, because I seek 
not mine own will, but the will of Him that sent 
me." Our outward actions maybe amenable to 
human laws; but for our thoughts, opinions, feel- 
ings, motives, for all that passes within us, we 
are accountable to the Searcher of hearts alone. 
He will judge us by Christ* ; but what His sen- 
tence will be, in that great decisive day. He has 
enabled no one to know. He has authorized no 
one to declare. 

The Gospel, then, as I understand it, forbids 

* See Acts x^i. 31. 
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U8 to judge any man. '' Judge not," it says, 
"that ye be not judged." Christ himself will 
judge only " as he shall hear." The infinite wis- 
dom of his Father will suggest to him every de- 
cision that he shall pronounce. What^ there- 
fore, are we to think of himian anathemas, of the 
curses which Christians, yea Protestant Chris- 
tians, of different sects pronounce upon each 
other,— -of their confident and arrogant anticipa- 
tions of the final issues of the Divine decrees ? 
Have they heard^ that they thus judge ? Has the 
Great Omniscient taken them into secret coimsel 
with himself? Do they sit as joint assessors on 
the judgement-seat with the Father and the Son ? 
My Christian brethren, as Protestants let us 
rejoice with joy unfeigned in our emancipation 
from the bonds of tyranny and superstition, — in 
our liberty to think and speak as reason prompts 
and conscience dictates, — ^in our permission to 
worship the God of our Fathers after the mode 
which we think right, though other men may call 
it " heresy." With grateful hearts let us cherish 
thj^ memories, and acknowledge the invaluable 
services, of those who wrought out this emanci- 
pation for us, or assisted in doing so : but let us 
never forget that we shall best show pur grati- 
tude by carrying forward the good work which 
these benefactors of om: race began, — ^by pursuing 
the noble principle upon which they acted to its 
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just conclusion, — by protesting again^ the im- 
position of any hiunan shackles whatsoever on 
the free movements of the pious and virtuous 
mind, — ^by teaching and encouraging every num 
to form his own judgement, by God's assistance, 
on religious subjects, without fear of human ana- 
themas, and with no other anxiety than that of 
approving his sincerity and faithfulness to the 
Search^ of hearts. May God assist us thus *' to 
prove all things, and to hold fast that which is 
good!" Amen. 



NOTE. 

If the Reader wishes to see the doctrine which I have 
maintained ij^jhe preceding Discourse more fiiUy advocated, 
I gladly refer mm to the interesting pamphlet lately published 
by the Rev. Joseph Blanco White, entitled '* Observations on 
Heresy and Orthodoxy." That gentleman may indeed speak 
with a weight of authority on a subject with which he is not 
less practically than theoretically familiar. It is easy work 
for those who, like me, fight their battles only by the fire-side; 
but he has been in the field. He may take his place amongst 
those who have nobly contended for the right of private judge- 
ment, who have made positive sacrifices for conscience sake. 
Of the evils that bigotry entails upon our race, of the obstacles 
that it opposes to the progress of Truth, and the sufferings and 
sorrows in which it frequently involves her advocates, he has 
spoken feelingly, for he has spoken from experience, and can 
truly say with the poet, 

qusque ipse miserrima vidi, 

Et quorum pars magna fui. 

Let him not be discouraged : he will have his reward. Hence- 
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forth (if a personal stranger may be excused for thus express- 
ing the fcelings of admiration that his writings and conduct 
have excited,) his name is securely registered on the list of 
faithful witnesses, and his virtuous testimony will not be in 
vain. Some, I doubt not, will be led to embrace, and others 
will be encouraged to exemplify more consistently, the doc- 
trine which he has so well advocated both by his writings and 
his practice, — ^the doctrine, namely, that TVuth is to be pro- 
fessed at all hazards, and that one of the first duties that we 
owe to God and man is '' not to deceive either by word or deed.*' 
Not only in the pamphlet referred to, but in the Rev. J. B. 
White's previous publications, namely, his defence of a pam- 
phlet entitled " Considerations on the Law of Religious Li- 
bel," and his " Second Travels of an Irish Oentleman in search 
of a Religion," much interesting matter will be found, bear- 
ing on the subject of the preceding Discourse. With one 
quotation from the last-mtntioned work, the Reader will thank 
me for enriching my {Mige. " No man has a right to draw up 
a list of essentials for another. Every one must, with prayer 
and sincerity, attend to the revelation which the Scriptures 
make to At^ mind and heart : every man must thus find the 
essentials of his Christianity. My own are these. I believe 
in Ood, the creator of this world, as my Father : I believe 
His moral character (for in regard to His relations to man I 
cannot find a better expression) to be that which Jesus Christ, 
his son in the suhlimest sense, has revealed to the world. I 
also believe in his " Spirit," which helpeth our infirmities ; 
for ' it is God who worketh in us both to will and to do of his 
good pleasure,' not to save us from working, but to aid us in 
working out our salvation with fear and trembling." — Second 
Travels, 8fC., vol. ii. p. 206. 



THE END. 



Printed bj Richard Tajlor, Red Lion Court, Fleet Street. 
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